
Matyas Wolter is a highly specialized instrumentalist devoted to classical South Asian music 

aka Hindusthani Raga music. His instruments sitar and surbahar (bass-sitar) are considered to 

be among the toughest string-instruments in the world. With more than twenty years of 

experience in the field Matyas stands out among the very few European exponents of this 

rare art form as a virtuoso performer and an in-depth researcher of the music and its historic 

modes of presentation. 

Matyas received his initial training from Pt. Subroto Roy Chowdhury during many years spent 

in his first teachers Kolkata household. Since his demise in 2017 Matyas sought further 

guidance under Ustad Irfan Khan –the head of the ancient Lucknow-Shahjahanpur Gharana of 

instrumental music -and currently imbibes the largest repertoire of historic instrumental 

compositions handed down from Mr. Khan’s ancestors.  

As a composer and performer in the famed jazz-outlet Pulsar Trio Matyas´ music found wide 

appreciation outside the Indian-music-circle. Focused on traditional raga interpretation, 

Wolter has performed internationally, released albums in both raga and jazz, composed film 

scores, and co-founded the Berlin Raga Tribe to support authentic raga performances. 

His recent project, the Lucknow-Shahjahanpur-Gharana-Archive, preserves and shares historic 

recordings of raga masters. 

 

www.matyasitar.de 


